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In a small row home, in 1956 South Philly,
down in a dirt floor cellar, a drabarni
grandmother picks up pieces of wood chips
discarded on her husbands worktable. 
Using a carpenters pencil she sketches a
circle with spokes and hands it to her
eight-year-old granddaughter.  Ashok
Chakra, Wheel of Origin, she says.  This is
the first step on your path.  One day there
will be twenty-two of them...   This book is
one Romanis (Gypsy) grimoire, a family
compendium about moving along our path
in life with a minimum amount of stress.  It
is not meant to be a guide but it is a slice of
life that I hope you will learn from and
enjoy.   Drab, in Romanes, means herb and
fortune telling.  A drabarni is one who can
heal with herbs and advise by using cards,
tea leaves, dreams and the lines on the
palm of the hand.  Lets change the word
fortune telling because no future is
engraved into gold and our past will
determine our actions for the future.  It is
more a holistic way of looking at anothers
life and prescribingthrough the use of herbs
and advicehow to cope.  When I was about
eight,  my grandmother drew symbols on
small pieces of wood that I have
reproduced. She gave me the first five and
instructed me to observe life as I grew
older and add my own.  They could be
altered but she hoped I would not commit
them to paper (or wood) until I was sure. 
Although Ive been enamored of the tarot
most of my life, I discovered that in my
mid fifties, the markers and pens found
their way to the blank cards I bought and
my Drom Ek Romani (the way or path of
one Gypsy) was completed, all 22 of them. 
  The main philosophy of my medicine
book is written in 22 chapters, each one
with the title of the 22 cards, or disks of the
Drom Ek Romani.   I have tried to show
how life often follows each little path as we
spiral through it.    Also included is
information about o jakhalo (the evil eye)
and some basic curatives made mainly
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from kitchen herbs.  However, this is not a
how-to book.  We Gypsies traveled, did not
have a homeland, and were unable or
unwilling to put down roots.  So everything
was kept simple.  I still make dinners
where I put the pot of goulash or soup on
the table with bowls and spoons and tell all
to help themselves, including going into
my refrigerator for anything needed.  This
is my metaphor for not spoon-feeding you. 
With internet sources and overloads of
information, it is almost like I am saying,
Help yourself.  Heres the pot of soup, you
do the rest.  My sustenance is your
sustenance and Im here to start you on your
own personal path...
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